
Dear MCS Friends and Families, 
 

With summer approaching we fantasise about being flat out on a beach 
towel, but in the meantime we are simply flat out with tasks!  At this 
hectic time of  year there is certainly no time for boredom at MCS.  
Speaking of  such matters, please see ‘Parents’ Corner’ for an article on 
boredom that is, ironically, very interesting.  Our main item for this 
newsletter is the issue of  cyber-safety. 
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Our Kids Online  
About 25 parents attended our cyber-safety education evening, and were 
impressed with the relevance of  the content.  MCS made a significant 
investment in this event because we see the impact of  the online world 
on our students.  ‘Our Kids Online’ presenter Rob Cope communicated 
some very inconvenient and confronting facts that every parent should 
be aware of.    
 

Frightening facts?  Most definitely!  But ignorance is not bliss and being 
forewarned is being forearmed.  Feedback from some impressed parents 
included the following (reproduced with permission): 
 
“The cyber safety evening was an eye-opener for me as a parent, to know our kids are 
at stake and so vulnerable in the unknown dark world of  the internet which poses as 
a helpful tool but if  not used properly can be so damaging mentally and emotionally. I 

would recommend this seminar to every parent who is raising kids in this era. 
Awareness is the key.” 

 
I went into the evening thinking, “this won’t apply to me but I'll sit through it and 
listen anyway.”   Our children don't have their own cellphones and wifi use at our 

home is restricted and only really used for homework.  I was wrong, it definitely did 
apply to our family. The online dangers are real and can affect young children deeply. 

Even something as innocent as a friendly sleepover can result in children viewing 
undesirable content. Parents, please make it a priority to attend this evening.  It is 
100% worth it, but if  time doesn't allow, we all need to put filters on EVERY 

device that can access the internet and delete 'friends' that you have never met! 
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Our Kids Online continued 

The Cyber Safety Evening was highly informative. This is a presentation that every parent has to see. 
Rob is straightforward and honest about the challenges we face to keep our children safe. It is scary to 

know that we are raising our children at such a different time from when we were growing up. 
 

MCS will be hosting a film by ‘Our Kids Online’ early next year.  We expect to see 
a parent from every MCS family attend this film please.  In the meantime, sadly, 
you can assume that if  your child uses the internet without supervision, your child 
will be accessing (perhaps not intentionally) sites that you do not approve of  and is 
probably being contacted by strangers, also.   
 

What can you do? 
• Install a good quality internet filter (‘Circle’ is recommended).   
• Supervise all screentime. 
• Remember that being a parent means making the tough calls.   
 

The coroner is yet to identify death from lack of  screen time, so control what your 
children do online and who they talk to.  The sooner you act, the safer they are.  
‘Our Kids Online’ state that one of  the biggest obstacles to addressing child 
internet problems is parents denying that the problems exist.  Please, be part of  the 
solution, not a contributor to the problem. 
 

On a Personal Note 
There is considerable sadness in my heart as I type my farewell.  I will miss the 
cheery, ‘good morning Mr Slaney, and God bless you’ as I enter classes and I will 
miss the friendly greetings around the playground.  Our staff  is next-level talented 
and so amazingly diligent.  Appreciate them!  It is a pleasure to work with this team 
that relates together so well.  I have learnt such a lot from so many wonderful 
people.  Mr K will make a superb principal and I have every confidence in him to 
lead very effectively, supported so capably by the amazing Mrs Oosterbeek.  
Parents, you have been so supportive of  me as a leader of  the school, and you have 
been so very kind.  I have appreciated chatting with you on the occasions that I 
have been able to escape my office.  Your children are a credit to you.  I am leaving 
because the Lord has called me to serve as pastor of  Taupo Baptist Church.  MCS 
will always hold a special place in my heart. 
 

I pray the Lord’s richest blessing over the MCS community for this Christmas and 
for the new year ahead.  May each of  you know something of  the significance of  
the incarnation, this Christmas. 

 

 

Kind Regards, 
Pete Slaney B.Sc, B.App Theol, Dip.Tch 
Principal 
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CALENDAR 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

1 December 

Waitawheta Trip Yr9 

2 

Waitawheta Trip Yr9 

Thanksgiving 1.30pm 
Year 1 to 4 

5 

 

6 

Last Day Yr 9 and 10 
(Yr9 and 10 finish at 
3.15pm) 

7 

Thanksgiving 1.30pm 
Year 5 to 8 
 

8 

Reports Issued 

9 

Assembly 8.45am 
Year 1 to 8 
 
School finishes 12.30pm 

HOLIDAY 

 

 

January 31 

Term 1, 2023  

1 February 2 3 

GENERAL NOTICES 

Thanksgiving Services and Reports  
We welcome parents to the upcoming Thanksgiving Services and prize-givings 
where we celebrate student successes.  Hand in hand with end of  year functions, 
are the many hours teachers spend on reports. Providing feedback and looking 
for ways to inspire further learning and development is vital, regardless of  how 
well a student has done.  Receiving glowing comments is of  lesser worth than 
being inspired to keep learning, improving and developing our God-given 
potential.  Reports will be issued on Thursday 8th December 2022.  Please ask 
your child for their report.  

House Points  

 Term 4 Wilberforce Calvin Te Wiremu Tarore 

Week 4 174 122 148 137 

Week 5 214 163 182 188 

Week 6 270 217 214 225 

Week 7     

Term 4 Total ??? ??? ??? ??? 

House points to date—and who is going to win the coveted house trophy for 

2022?  Watch this space!   
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Moving toward 2023 

As the year draws to a close, we farewell Miss Tapp and our Chaplain, Mr Reynolds.  
We pray for them as their time at MCS comes to a close and thank our Lord for 
their faithful service and commitment to our students. Mrs Fritschi, our ESOL 
teacher, will be on maternity leave next year. 
 
The following appointments have been made for 2023:  
 
We welcome Mrs Paula van Niekerk as the Year 2 teacher.  Mrs van Niekerk has 
many years of  teaching experience, in particular at the Year 2 level, and will be a 
valued addition to the primary school team.    
 
The ESOL position will be filled by Mr Neil Ackermann—yes, Mrs Ackermann’s 
husband.  Mr Ackermann is well qualified in the primary teaching arena, and has 
the added advantage of  having extensive ESOL experience.   
 
The high school welcomes Mr Shaun Gibson into a teaching role that includes 
Physics, Economics, Bible and Maths.  Mrs Gail Tegg will be a further addition to 
our staff  in a release and relieving role.  
 
We are indeed very thankful for our Lord’s provision of  providing quality staff  to 
fill all positions at MCS.     

GENERAL NOTICES 

Left to right: Mrs Paula Van Niekerk, Mr Neil Ackermann, Mr Shaun Gibson, Mrs Gail Tegg 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

Enrolments for 2023 
Thank you parents for your support of  the school.  Your endorsement and word 
of  mouth recommendations are appreciated. We continue to have a substantial 
waiting list with demand exceeding available places.  Please ensure that you enrol 
siblings well in advance by completing an application form.  Please  remember 
that if  you intend to withdraw your child, a full term’s notice is required.  If  
you do not notify the school a term in advance, then you are liable for the 
following term’s fees, whether your child attends or not.  If  there is any possibility 
of  withdrawal, please speak to Mrs Oosterbeek in the office.   

Fees 2023 
The fee structure for 2023 was circulated last term.  We operate on a very lean 
budget and keeping fees as low as possible for families is always a priority for the 
Board.   That being said, we do require parents to settle fees promptly and within 
the timeframe of  the term, as fees are offset against teachers’ salaries.  A prompt 
payment discount of  5% is applicable for fees paid within five working days of  the 
start of  term.  Please remember to add your child’s name when paying your fees by 
direct credit. Thanks! 

Please take every step 
necessary to ensure your 
child practises good hygiene.  
If  your child has been 
vomiting, please keep them 
at home for 24 hours from 
when the vomiting stops.   

Health and Safety 

Miscellaneous 
• Thank you again for saving your stickers from 

Yummy Apples.  We recently ordered additional 
equipment for use at lunch times—balls, velcro 
disc ball sets, and other accessories.  

 
• Please also check the lost property basket in the Junior foyer area.  All lost 

property will be donated to charity at the end of  the term. 



Year 1  
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Year 1 students studied the 
earth and beyond and this 
was the inspiration to 
experiment with spiral 
patterns, resembling stars in 
the galaxy.   

Bonnie in Year 1 drew this picture on the 
right to illustrate the mob at Ephesus who 
were angry with Paul for reducing their sales 
of  images of  Artemis their god. Wonderful 
detail Bonnie! 

Year 3 As part of  our Culture topic of  Samoa, Year 3 
students have been learning to perform a 
traditional Samoan 'sasa' or posture dance. The 
dance is performed sitting down and includes 
movements which represent everyday activities 
such as a fish in the water, cleaning the house 
or cooking in an umu. Timing and precision 
are important and we have loved seeing the 
effect created with everyone completing the 
movements in unison. We also recreated some 
'siapo' art using neutral colours. Everyday 
items such as leaves, shells, nets and starfish 
are represented in the patterns.  
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Year 4 

Freestyle drawing and drawing a still life  is a great way to build essential drawing 
skills such as hand-eye coordination, creating shadow and perspective, and 
noticing finer details.  Year 6 students rose to the challenge!  

Year 6 

Students in Year 4 are eagerly awaiting 
their summer holiday, getting their 
jandals on and spending time at the 
beach!  Using bright felts to colour in 
their jandals and crayons for the 
background, their artwork is most 
enticing.     
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Year 7 and 8 

High School: Walk to Clevedon Reserve Lookout 
Year 9 students will shortly be going away on an over-
night trip to Waitawheta.  As part of  their training, they  
climbed the ‘stairway to heaven’ at the Clevedon Scenic 
Reserve.  This lookout provides 360 degree views across 
Auckland city and the Hunua ranges.  

Above and right: 
Getting ready for the 

uphill walk. Above: Made it!  

The Beach Ed Programme was brought to 
students in Years 7 and 8.  This is a full day, 
curriculum based beach and surf  safety course,  
delivered by trained surf  lifeguards.  Being aware 
of  dangers, and how to navigate your way out of  
situations, is an essential skill for students as 
summer holidays approach.  

High School: North 

Island Trip 

Scaling Mt Tongariro and 
descending into White’s 
Cave—an eventful way to end 
the year for Year 12 and 13 
students last week.  They were 
blessed with clear weather 
when it mattered most! 
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High School Graduation Dinner 

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Year 12 and 13 students celebrated the culmination of  years of  study and learning 
with a joyful graduation dinner, surrounded by family, friends, and past and present 
teachers. We rejoiced with them and applauded their testimonies as they honoured 
their parents and teachers. We pray that our departing students will remain strong 
in their faith, keeping their eyes on Jesus, as they start this new chapter in their 
lives.  Parents, thank you for entrusting your children to us.   



Community Notices 
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High School Thanksgiving Service and Award Presentations 

 SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Celebrating students’ efforts and achievements at Thanksgiving Services is a fitting 
way to end the school year.  The following students received an Excellence Award 
which is a considerable achievement - scoring 75% or above in all subjects:  
 

Year 11: Matthew Shallard 
Year 12: Ming Chen 
Year 12: Riana Brown 
 
Top Academic Awards (photo right) 
Academic First Overall Year 9:   
 Priscilla John 
Academic First Overall Year 10:  
 Opal Ahuja 
Academic First Overall Year 11: 

Matthew Shallard 
Academic First Overall Year 12:  
 Ming Chen 
Academic First Overall Year 13:  
 Stephanie Simons 
 
Character Award recipients were:  
Aarya Ahlowalia, Ruby Carter, Mia 
Wang and Jessica Kaur (photo right).  
 
Our congratulations extend to all 
subject prize winners too—well 
done.  

Free Learn to Swim Lessons  
Lessons every Saturday morning at Massey Park Outdoor Pools:    
3 December 2022 to 18 March 2023    14 weeks of  lessons     
Arrive between 8.00am and 9.20am 
Register via email: PapakuraLTS@hotmail.com with your child’s first and last name, 
age and current swim ability. 
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PARENTS’ CORNER 

Benefits of Boredom 

‘I’m bored.’  Those two words seem to trigger an instant response from 
parents.  Young people announce boredom and we immediately leap to 
remedy the situation.  But is boredom even a problem?  
 
One of the tragedies of our culture is the worship of entertainment.  We feel 
the need for constant stimulation, so we snack endlessly at the 
conveyerbelt of trivial titillations.  These might be harmless in and of 
themselves, but when they arrive in an endless stream, they are anything 
but harmless because they prevent boredom from ever setting in.  Why is 
that a bad thing? 
 
Boredom is the doorway to our next creative idea.  Although we might 
resent it, boredom gives our brain a rest and creates space for us to dig 
beneath the immediate and urgent, to consider matters of significance.  
Maybe we hate boredom because we shun the big questions?  In any case, 
children must make peace with boredom and allow it to fertilise their 
imaginations.  That way, boredom leads to breakthrough.  Only it doesn’t if 
we always short-circuit our children’s boredom with interventions of 
various kinds.  The convenient electronic babysitter with the colourful, ever
-changing screen prevents boredom, to be sure.  But it also risks children 
failing to reach their full creative potential.   
 

‘When I look at today's parents, I am often astonished by 
their slavish devotion to enriching, entertaining and 
sheltering. In three generations, we've gone from a country 
where children toiled in factories and could not be counted 
upon to survive to adulthood, to a country with a multibillion-
dollar toy industry and a parenting book market that is 
groaning under its own weight.’  The Value of Boredom 
 

The result of boredom for me as a child was 
that my sister and I climbed trees, rode 
bikes, drew pictures and survived battles in 
imaginary worlds.  Admittedly we also 
argued, crept into the neighbour’s back yard 
without permission and annoyed Mum too 
often.  The point is that the efforts made to 
prevent boredom can rob our children of 
opportunities for growth in initiative and 
creativity. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-value-of-boredom_b_7443178
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 Give thanks:  
 
• for an excellent cybersafe course that helped the staff  team and a number of  

parents in attendance  
• Cambridge exams are finished  
• for Christmas and the glory of  God choosing to become manifest in human 

form 
 

 Please pray: 
 

• for Mr K as he takes the reins as principal in January 2023 
• for the Lord’s favour on our latest building project—adding two classrooms 

and a toilet block to the high school 
• that students’ hearts and minds are moulded and shaped by the gospel  

 
 

Scripture to Ponder with our Family 
8 
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and 

keeping watch over their flock at night. 
9 

And an angel of the 

Lord suddenly stood near them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; 

and they were terribly frightened. 
10 

And so the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the 

people; 
11 

for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:8-12. 

 
 

 

 

77 Rogers Road  • P O Box 75-623 • Manurewa • Ph 269-1050     

e: admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  w: manukauchristian.school.nz 
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 2023 
 

Term 1:   31 Jan to 6 Apr 

Term 2:   26 Apr to 30 Jun 

Term 3:   17 Jul to 22 Sep 

Term 4:   9 Oct to 8 Dec 
 

 


